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Ms. Pascale Delcomminette
CEO
Wallonia Export- Investment Agency
Wallonie-Bruxelles International

has the honour of inviting you

to Symposium internationalization in higher education
in Japan and Belgium

that will take place on Tuesday, May 27, 2025
from 13:45 to 16:00
at the Embassy of the Kingdom of Belgium
5-4 Nibancho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0084

Registration will be closed once the maximum capacity of 40 participants is

reached.

Business Attire
RSVP: from the link https://0527-sihe.peatix.com

We may refuse participation to those who are engaged in sales activities or similar
activities, as well as those whom we deem inappropriate to participate.
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Symposium internationalization in higher education
in Japan and Belgium

Schedule

13:30: Doors open — registration — Coffee and refreshments

13:45 - 13:55: Opening of the workshop: Courtesy words from HE Ms. Elisabeth DEGRYSE,
Minister-President of the government of the French-speaking community of Belgium. Photo
session.

13:55 — 14:15: Presentation of: the ecosystem of higher education in Japan and the policy
and strategy for internationalization of higher education institutions: the J-Mirai towards 2033
Speaker: Ms. Kuniko Takeda, Deputy Director, International Affairs Division, Higher Education
Bureau, MEXT

14:15 - 14:35: Presentation of (i) the ecosystem of higher education in Belgium, (ii)
internationalization strategies in French-speaking Belgium towards 2028, (iii) the introduction
of the European alliances and (iv) the Joint degrees: Masters and PhD

Speaker: Ms. Laurence Ris, Vice-rector for International Relations, UMONS

14:35 - 14:40: Q&A session

14:40 - 15:00: JASSO’s studies abroad programs including scholarships of outbound student
mobility and existing bilateral agreements if any — Focus on shien-seido grant for short term
student mobility: JASSO'’s attribution mechanism and student’s application process.

Speaker: Mr. Takafumi Ota, Deputy Executive Director at the Student Exchange Department
of Japan Student Services Organization

15:00 - 15:20: The importance of short-term mobility for bachelor's and master's studies —
Student mobility scholarships in French-speaking Belgium (FAMES, Erasmus+).

Speakers: Prof. Pierre Duysinx, Vice-rector for Mobility and International Affairs, Université de

Liege
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15:20 — 15:30: Q&A session

15:30 — 15:35: Conclusive remarks and greetings by Ms. Pascale Delcomminette, CEO,

Wallonia Export-Investment Agency and Wallonie-Bruxelles International
15:35 — 16:00: Networking session — Coffee and refreshment
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Internationalization has become a key performance indicator worldwide for universities.
Ministries of Education are deploying policies to support and frame internationalization
strategies. In Japan, the 2023 J-Mirai initiative launched by the Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science & Technology (MEXT) set ambitious objectives in terms of both inbound and
outbound mobility, fully English-taught education programs and co-diplomation with foreign
institutions. This initiative echoes the well-known ERASMUS+ program in Europe and from
which all the Higher Education Institutions (HEI) of the French-speaking Community of
Belgium are benefiting.

Student mobility overseas and related funding mechanisms are usually managed by
dedicated administration. In Japan the JASSO (Japan Student Services Organization)
provides support for students, both domestic and international. It offers scholarships, student
exchange programs, and support services to promote higher education and international
academic exchange.

The presence of a Belgian delegation in Japan at the end of May at the occasion of Osaka
Expo is an opportunity for a meeting between MEXT and JASSO and the representatives of
the Belgian higher education institutions to share strategies, policies and good practices

This symposium will provide a presentation of the higher education landscapes in both
countries and underline the delineated strategies and associated politics to support
internationalization of higher education in the coming years.

As a case study, a specific focus will be proposed on funding mechanisms for short time
mobility (less than 3 months) for undergraduate and master students. Such mobility is suitable
to cope with academic agendas, needs for internships and collaborative research. Japan is
very popular among the Belgian young generation. This symposium meeting aims for a better
understanding of Japanese higher education policies and funding mechanisms to support
Belgian and Japanese universities promoting bilateral student exchanges.



